


A parent asked for clarification regarding the $10,000 earmark vs. the óBuilding Needsô line item in the 
budget.  Sally stated that PTA solicits ideas and priorities for these funds from the principal, but PTA 
ultimately retains discretion on how to utilize the funds.  

A parent expressed concern that teachers are using individual classroom funds to purchase items that 
could be considered óBuilding Needsô, such as pain



Discussion of desire for support of 5th graders as oldest cohort at their location, possibly including 
celebration at end of year for them, and/or activities such as safety patrol.  Discussion tabled until next 
monthôs meeting. 

Discussion of offering more Literacy enrichment, possibly in form of poetry night as occurred previously; 
perhaps connect with Readathon.  

Discussion of $6,200 line item included in the proposed budget for 20 Chromebooks plus cart for 
ACCESS @ Lane.  Sally shared feedback from middle-school language arts teacher Thom Johnson that 
middle-school teachers at Lane struggle to coordinate shared use of existing Chromebooks due to the 
shortage of Chromebooks available.  Teachers have to adapt lesson plans and canôt teach the way they 
want without technology available.  

After discussion, a decision on a Chromebooks purchase was postponed, in favor of combining these 
funds ($6,200) with those budgeted for PTA grants ($3,000), and consulting further with teachers and 
administrators for best use of these funds before making a decision.  

Principal Krista Blovad reports she is planning to put together a committee of teachers and parents for 
short- and long-term technology needs planning. PTA officers will present at upcoming staff meetings 
about grant and classroom monies available, and will solicit feedback on teacher requests/needs. 

Budget passed unanimously with amendments of Readathon addition and combined funds for PTA 
grants. Keep it as a combined line-item of $9,200 for PTA grants with teacher/administrative 
support/input., first available for sending any teacher or counselor to OATAG conference on October 20 
who would like to go.  

6. Principalôs Report provided by Krista Blovad and David Jamieson.  

Krista noted the Principalôs Coffee is scheduled tomorrow morning at Vestal. She reported ACCESS has 
been allocated 0.5 additional staffing for a Special Education teacher at Vestal (for a total 1.0 FTE at 
Vestal). They have offered the new 0.5 position to someone from out of state with Special Education and 
Talented and Gifted Certifications. She noted ACCESS also hired a 0.25 FTE Educational Assistant who 
starts Monday at Lane.  They have hired a PE teacher for Vestal, who is the parent of a Vestal 
kindergartener and lives nearby. Now waiting for that person to be released when her replacement is 
hired at her current school. They are also waiting for the Advanced Math and Technology teacher at Lane 
to be released by his district.  
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